i8o   THE CHILD'S KNOWLEDGE OF GOD

as suggested in the syllabus for the lowest class,1
to pray for subjects of their own choice and in their
own way. A favourable opportunity may occur
after school prayers or following a lesson. After
a missionary talk on Bishop Mackenzie prayers
were offered in one instance by children aged six.
All put their hands together and closed their eyes
as little signs of love for God, and one prayed while
the others joined with him in silence. These were
three of the prayers: " Dear Heavenly Father,
please help the missionaries to teach the little black
children " ; " 0 God, please make the little black
children happy " ; " Dear Heavenly Father, please
send the little black children some presents."

In another school where a similar method was
employed in sensible proportion after corporate morn-
ing prayer, the following were among the subjects
chosen spontaneously at various times by scholars
from five to six years of age : Thanks to God for
keeping the teachers safe; for giving us breakfast
and clothes; for letting the war be over; for the
nice sunshine last Thursday ; for this beautiful world
and this nice school; Supplications for God to keep
the soldiers safe when coming home ; to keep the
blind soldiers safe when crossing the road ; to take
care of teachers who live a long way off; to " keep
the soot from falling and burning me " (from a foul
chimney at home). These are sufficient to shew
the need and usefulness of such exercises.

In a group of girls between eight and nine, prayers
arising out of lessons were offered to God at home
and then written down so that sympathetic help
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